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The Power of a Camp Counselor and the Camp Experience!
This summer, Dr. Tom Lloyd stopped for a visit to camp and spent a full morning walking
through camp, sharing his camp memories as well as thoroughly enjoying witnessing the
current campers in their endeavors. Following his visit, Tom sent us a short story he had
written some time ago. The story regaled his life as a 9-13 year old boy from his first free
roaming, fort building days in the woods with his pals to his induction into the Order of
the Arrow with Boy Scout Troop 173. Tom wove his Camp Carson experience into his story
as well and we hope you enjoy this small excerpt from his tale.

“The quiet force behind my immersion
and study of the ways of the woods,
bands, tribes and chiefdoms was
my Mom, Lone Wilcox Lloyd. She
reinforced my curiosity as it led me
on a roller coast of subjects in the Boy
Scout panoply of merit badges. Camp
Carson had hooked me on archery,
canoeing, sailing, swimming, hiking,
and leatherwork. And these were the
first merit badges that I earned at
Camp Am Wa Co, the Buffalo Trace
Council’s summer Boy Scout camp.”
Tom attended Camp Carson for the
summers of 1952 and 1953.

“The next summer, after church on a Sunday in July, I scooted in between Mom
and Dad on the front bench seat of our battleship gray 1949 Mercury, and we set
off for the hour and a half drive to Camp Carson. Camp Carson is a YMCA camp
outside Princeton, Indiana. From 1940 it has been a place of enduring grace and
ruggedness. My folks registered me at the camp’s main building, the dining hall,
and then they left quietly as I was already mesmerized by my new community.
The fully screened dining hall overlooked the south end of the lake. During each
meal camper gazes were pulled to the lake, to the swimming beach, to the
wood and canvas canoes lying side by side on their low wooden racks and to the
Sunfish sailboats pulled up on the grass.

It was the beginning of my tenth summer and the first time that I had been
outside Illinois, even if by only by a few miles into Indiana. Ten minutes after
my folks started for home I knew that I was in a new level of non-family human
organization. Our cabin leader collected us, led us to our cabin, and things began
to fall into place. Each of the twelve rustic rough sawn wood cabins at Camp
Carson was named after an American Indian tribe. For the next week I and the
nine other ten year olds were known as the Cherokee tribe. Our tribe’s chief was
a college student, Alex Danner, who at six feet tall, tanned and with the sinewy
build of a competitive swimmer was our idol. Each of us desperately wanted
to morph out of our dreary existence as sub-teen, sub-humans and in some
miraculous way become a six foot Adonis like Alex. Alex, as the tribal chief, was
our Pied Piper and when Alex said, “Alright, Lads, form a line, it’s time for us to
head to the dining hall,” our tribe was in a line in seconds. If Alex had asked all
of us in the Cherokee Cabin to attempt swan dives from the thirty foot diving
platform on the far side of the lake that was reserved for special performances by camp staff we would have done so smiling.
At Camp Carson each boy chose from a menu of week-long activities, like sailing, canoeing, swimming, diving, leatherwork
and all kinds of stuff that kids go to camp for. After making our selections we faithfully attended the daily classes for our
programs. In each class the college-age instructors challenged us to achieve a
measurable skill level. If we reached it we would be recognized at the last night’s
campfire ceremonies where we would be called forward and presented with a signed
certificate. Oh boy, here was my first experience where an outdoor achievement
by me was recognized in front of other tribes, and all in front of an enormous
campfire… I would continue to pursue outdoor achievements but what would they
be and where would they lead me?”

We’re sure many of our campers and counselors, past and present, can relate to Tom’s
awe of a terrific counselor and the inspiration of the camp experience! Still today,
Camp Carson is privileged to provide meaningful outdoor, achievement opportunities
for young people allowing them to foster independence and confidence. These growth
experiences are completely wrapped up in and dependent upon the caring leadership
of the cabin counselor. All who have been a partner in the relational bond between
camper and counselor know the magnitude of its impact. Each summer during staff
training, Mark as Exec. Director does his best to communicate to new staff how their
work as a camp counselor will profoundly affect the children in their cabins each week.
He explains that they may not find out for years, if ever, how they have touched the life
of a child but to be mindful of the tremendous influence they will have and to handle
with care. There is no higher calling than making a positive impact in the lives of youth
and we are honored to carry on this tradition for all the Tom Lloyd’s and Alex Danner’s
past, present and future!

Dr. Tom Lloyd,
Professor and Chief of Epidemiology,
Department of Public Health Sciences,
Penn State College of Medicine

FIRST ANNUAL BRIDGE BUILDER’S DINNER
A great time was had by all at the Bridge Builder’s Dinner held October 16 at Eddie Edwards Lodge. This
was the first of an annual event that we hope to see grow each year as more and more alumni and friends of camp give support to the Camp
Carson Endowment Fund. The endowment fund earnings will help keep camp fees affordable and provide the camp financial stability with
a goal of at least 13% of Camp’s operating budget to come from the growth of endowment fund investments.
The evening was designed to celebrate the great experiences of the 2011 summer campers and staff, announce exciting future site plans,
offer information about the endowment and recognize current donors to the Camp Carson Endowment Fund.
We offer our thanks to all who attended and look forward to the next Bridge Builder’s Recognition Dinner in October 2012!

2011 Bridge Builders

(Have contributed a minimum of $1000 to the Endowment Fund and/or have
named Camp Carson as a beneficiary in their estate plans. These donors received
a framed Bridge Builder award recognizing them as an official Bridge Builder.)
Craig and Mary Fenneman
John and Julie Lamb
Leonard and Anna Belle Schlamp

Scott and Jackie Fenneman
Warren and Marion Miller

Others recognized as contributors to the
Endowment Fund

(Have contributed to the Endowment Fund but have not quite reached Bridge
Builder status. These donors will receive a paperweight in recognition of their
endowment support.)
Ray Hill
Lewis and Jeanette Plane

Frank and Kathy Kanowsky
Terry Lee
Warren and Marion Miller receiving
the Bridge Builders Award

CRAIG FENNEMAN REGOGNIZED AT BRIDGE BUILDER’S DINNER
in thanks for 9 years of service as
Camp Carson Board Chairman
This fall, Craig resigned as Chairman of the Camp Board after 9
years in that position. Craig spent many summers at camp as
a young man and has remained connected to camp from then
until the present time. We are extremely grateful for his years
of dedicated service as the Board Chair and the leadership he
exhibited in that role. While he has resigned as chairman, Craig
still plans to serve on the board and continue his close association
with camp. Please join us in thanking Craig for his years of
service and for the many ways he has given to camp through his
time, talent and treasure. We wish him all the best with the new
significant roles and responsibilities he will be assuming in other
walks of life.

NEW CAMP BOARD CHAIR
It is with great pleasure that we introduce to you our new recently elected Camp Board Chair, Bob Fenneman.
Bob is a camp alum who attended Camp Carson for 8 summer’s as a boy and years later sent his 3 daughters
to camp! He gained his counselor experience at scout camp. Bob has been married to his wife, Phyllis, for 35
years and with 16 years experience as a financial advisor, is currently the Vice President of Investments with
Raymond James in Evansville. Bob has been serving on the camp board for 3 years and has a tremendous
heart for camp’s service to the community. We are looking forward to his leadership as we go into the next
phase of cabin replacements as well as all the other aspects of camp business and mission!

FAMILY CAMP IS BACK!

be a KID with your KID 2012 Family Camp
Labor Day Weekend • September 1-3, 2012
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2011 KNIESE SCHOLARSHIP

ALUMNI VISITS SUMMER 2011

Established by camp alum, August Neal, in memory of Mark Kniese and his
incredible passion for kids and life, the Mark Kniese Memorial Scholarship
is a $2000.00 academic scholarship awarded to one Camp Carson staff
member each summer. Our summer counselors are asked to nominate a
peer who most exemplifies the core values of the YMCA – Caring, Honesty,
Respect, Responsibility and Faith. We are pleased to announce the summer
of 2011 recipient, Andrea Heshelman.

Gary Bretz (Camper 1950-1953)

Andrea began her association with camp through helping with the IMPACT ministries participants in the
NYPUM program (dirtbike outreach). Andrea then applied to serve on the 2011 summer staff and worked
at the Alpine Tower and with the dirt bike program. Staff would describe Andrea as kind, always smiling,
enthusiastic and one who loves children and loves working with them. She was also voted as the Camp
Carson female counselor for the summer of 2011. In Andrea’s own words – “Camp is a place for kids to
be kids. They are able to leave their cares at the entrance of the gates and be silly and have fun without worries of being judged by their
peers. Camp is a place for children to challenge themselves and step outside of their comfort zones to improve confidence in themselves.
My two favorite places at camp are the alpine tower and the dirt bikes! Both of these activity areas require children to try something
new that they may not think they can do, but with the support of their peers and counselors they are able to succeed and surpass their
expectations.” Andrea is currently a senior at the University of Evansville earning her degree in Elementary Education. From all we’ve
seen, she will make an exceptional teacher. Congratulations Andrea!

DOWNEY KERR AWARD REINSTATED –
CONGRATULATIONS BOBBY RACEY!

*Henk Beerten – (Int’l Staff from
Netherlands 1973-1974)
* worked together 1 summer
– been friends ever since

In celebration of their 90th Anniversary, the Downtown Evansville Optimists
Club chose to make a donation to camp which provided funding for the
installation of an competition level 18 hole disc golf course. The Optimists
have had a connection to Camp Carson since 1941 when they built one of our
camper cabins. They make a visit to camp each summer and always sponsor
a number of campers.
This Optimist got to relive some fond sailing memories during his visit to camp!

August volunteered for a week this summer and
helped out in several areas of camp. She emailed
later “I had a total blast, every single minute.
It was way beyond my expectations. I was
deliciously exhausted upon my return to
Owensboro, just like the olden days.”

Congratulations to Zach & Sarah (Peddie) Hooper and Derek & DaySha (Sauer) McKillop on their summer
weddings! Both couples met while serving on the camp staff – talk about making memories to last a lifetime.
Congratulations also go out to Kevin and Richelle Williams and the arrival of baby Jack! Kevin and Richelle also
met at camp while on staff and got married in Eddie Edwards Lodge in 2005.
They came for a visit this summer and brought along their own future camper.
If you met your spouse at Camp Carson, we’d love to hear your story
too! Please contact Debra Scoular, Alumni & Development Coordinator,
dscoular@ymca.evansville.net.
Kevin & Richelle Williams
Married December 17, 2005

Derek & DaySha McKillop
Married July 15, 2011

Jack Cunningham (Camper 1940’s)

*Skip Loge – (Staff 1973)

Congratulations to Ruairidh Wilson
– 2011 Male Counselor of the year!
One of our 2011 international staff, Ruairidh is now
back in his home country of Scotland continuing his
studies to become a physical education teacher.

WISH LIST & WAYS YOU CAN HELP

2nd AND 3rd GENERATION CAMPERS

• Volunteer to help organize two annual workdays
at camp (Spring/Fall)

We’d like to introduce a few of the multi generational camp families we met
this summer! We hope to take more and more photos each year as parents and
grandparents enjoy bringing their children and grandchildren to camp. Make
sure you let us know about your family’s history with camp!

• Volunteer to be a Host Family for a 2012 Camp
Informational Night to introduce other families to
the magic of camp
• Join or create a team of campaigners for our
2012 Annual Fund Campaign

Alan Breckenridge (1972-1973)
and children Carter (2006-2011)
and Camden Breckenridge (2011)

• Join or create a team of campaigners for our
2012 Military Family Support Campaign
• Donate a used Station Wagon or Mini Van

MATCHES MADE AT CAMP CARSON!

Zach & Sarah Hooper
Married August 6, 2011

Denise Peyronnin (Camp Director 1994-2000)
Lonnie Rahm (Camper 1965-1966, & Valerie Wnukowski Divine (Staff 1994-1997)
Staff 1967-1975) & Jerry Dennis
(Camper 1964-1965, Staff 1966-1971)

Right: August Neal
(Camper 1968-1973, Staff 1974-1979)

This summer, Exec. Director, Mark Scoular felt camp was long overdue to reestablish an old camp tradition
– a camper of the year award, historically known as the Downey Kerr Award. The Kerr Award was
established and awarded by Downey Kerr, who was President of the YMCA in Evansville. The award was
given to the camper of the summer whom the camp staff believe best exhibited “Kindness, Friendliness,
Courtesy, Sportsmanship etc.” as stated on the award plaque listing all the winners from 1946-1975. For
the summer of 2011, the staff were unanimous in their election of Bobby Racey. Bobby began attending
camp in 2005 and has spent 2-3 weeks at camp every summer since. Bobby always has a big smile on his
face and a large dose of enthusiasm for all things camp! He says camp has made him into an all around
better person. Bobby is already signed up for the CIT program for the summer of 2012 and we are looking
forward to watching him move to this next level and know he has all the character qualities needed to begin
his path towards becoming an outstanding counselor!

THANKS AND CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
DOWNTOWN EVANSVILLE OPTIMISTS CLUB

Pat Mitchell
(Staff 1963-1969)

Baby Jack
Born March 1, 2011

• Sponsor a Student Life Application Bible(s). It
is our desire to make a Bible available to any
camper upon request.
• Sponsor NYPUM program (National Youth
Project Using Minibikes)
You can Sponsor...
• GPS Cross Country orienteering program
• Digital Photography and Video Program
• Tree House or
Tree House Village
• Adirondack Shelter as part
Thanks
of our Eagles Ridge Village
• Purchase of new
Western Saddles
• Purchase or partial purchase
of a new cabin at camp

Linda & Terry Yunker (former camp
counselor and co-director 1960’s –
1980’s), son Jason (1976-1988)
and grandson, Reece (2011).

Anna Leigh McVicar 2007-2011 (CIT),
Susan Jenkins McVicar (1965-1973)
and Beverly Jenkins (1946-1950)
Right: Ann Luebbe Green (1974-1978) and
son Sam Winiger (2007-2008, 2010-2011)

to these volunteers during the Fall 2011 Gibson County United Way Day of Caring!

From the Director…
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What do you see?
Some “old” guys (staff
from the 60’s and
70’s) visiting camp OR
two guys who worked
together for ONE
summer in 1973 and
have remained close
friends ever since.
They talk about how
camp taught them (and their campers) teamwork and independence, trust and
confidence. This years tower staff share how campers learn those same skills on
the tower. The “Blue Rag” reflects that goal setting and faith are still important.
What else do you see? Where does it go from here?

What do you see?

We’re supposed
to do what
with the what?

GOT IT!
Hey Mom we did it!

What do you see?
Just some
teens on a
canoe trip?
OR A group of
young people
having fun
and without
realizing it,
developing
life-skills!
Two of us - one canoe - we are now a team, communication is key
for success, we actually have a conversation (without texting),
practice helps, patience with one another is important, we both
have to do our part, what we each do / don’t do makes a difference!
What else do you see? Where do they go from here?

What do you see?
Two girls
looking at
photos on
a flag OR
Sacrifices
made by
these two
campers and
over 200
other children
at camp who
serve WITH
their parents. Two anxious campers from Operation Purple
Camp looking at their Wall of Honor and thinking of their parent
- sharing their concerns with a friend (new friend) who really
understands the responsibilities of being the “second” adult in
the home and the daily challenge of dealing with the unspoken
“what if?” A child wondering “will it ever be normal again?”
What else do you see? Where does it go from here?

It is our hope that our community and the
world is a better place because of the positive
influence we have on young staff and campers
when they take home all they unsuspectingly
learned during their time at camp.

Give the Gift
of Camp for
Christmas
– you can even put camp on

LAYAWAY!

Vec
to

Surprise your kids, grandkids,
nieces and nephews, friends, or
other special child in your life.

rvac
o.co
m
Vectorvaco.com

Register between December 1st and 20th,
2011 to receive:
• 2011 rates
(2012 fees will increase December 21st)
• Camp Carson T-Shirt, bag and
certificate reflecting week of camp
purchased.

Skill development, new confidence, time with new
friends, memories for a lifetime!
What else do you see? Where does it go from here?

Pay the $75.00 registration fee now
and put the balance on layaway (to be
paid by May 15, 2012). Please call the
camp office with any questions or
to register! 812-385-3597
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Mom & Dad,
Have campers moved on? Please email camp
with their new address!

YMCA Camp Carson Board of Managers
Mr. Bob Fenneman, Chair
Ms. Jayne Bierhaus-Young
Mr. Bill Carson
Mr. Gene Dawson
Mr. Tom Elsner
Mr. Craig Fenneman
Mr. Steve Fritz

Mr. Jeff Johnson
Mr. Aaron Kendall
Mr. Bob Kerney
Mr. Steve Minor
Mr. Denny Quinn
Mr. Leonard Schlamp
Dr. William Wooten

Executive Director
Mr. Mark Scoular

DATES TO REMEMBER
Winter Camp – December 16-18, 2011
While mom and dad work on the last minute Christmas shopping, how about kicking off the winter
break by reconnecting with friends from the summer and enjoy some winter fun at camp!

Swinging Bridge

2012 Summer Camp – Registration is open! Register over the phone or go to www.campcarson.
org and download a paper application. 2012 Online registration available December 2012.
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL – Secure next year’s dates at this year’s rates! Don’t Miss Out - Early
Bird Registration ends Dec 16th.
2012 Annual Campaign Begins February 2012
Join us as we invite you and our community to help create an incredible summer of memories and
friendships for those children who couldn’t get to camp without scholarship assistance.
Women’s Wellness Weekend – April 20-22, 2012 (ages 18+)
Get out of the city and escape to a peaceful weekend of renewal with your friends and/or test
out your adventurous side with other women. Hike our trails, climb the alpine tower,
try mountain biking or hiking on our trails, canoe and kayak, try your hand at archery,
participate in your choice of fitness classes, take a Zumba class, or relax with a book by a
bonfire and do nothing at all! OR Do it all! Participate in seminars about healthy mind, body
and spirit - and more! Enjoy the fellowship with other women and let us do the cooking and
programming as you take a weekend off!... The choice is yours.

NOT BUILT YET but watch for some exciting
updates about where this bridge could
possibly lead to at camp in the next year!

SPECIALTY CAMPS – Watch for updates
on these free weeks of camp for families
who qualify.

Spring Scrapbooker’s Retreat – April

Military Families - Operation Purple
Camp for children of currently, recently or
soon to be deployed parents.

Calling all you scrapbookers. Enjoy a weekend of fun and fellowship as you scrapbook the
hours away and take some fun breaks to try out some camp activity from canoeing to
archery “blackhole sledding” and more.

Families Battling Cancer in partnership
with Camp Kesem-IU. Camp for children
who have a parent battling cancer.

Summer Camp Begins! June 3, 2012

Type 1 Diabetes Camp in partnership
with St Mary’s Hospital. Camp for children
with Type 1 Diabetes.

Family Camp – Labor Day Weekend Sat. – Mon. September 1-3, 2012

The YMCA of Southwestern Indiana, Inc., following the example of Jesus Christ,
responds to community needs by serving all people, especially youth, through
relationships and activities that promote healthy spirit, mind, and body.

CONNECT OR RECONNECT WITH CAMP
Links available via our website
gateway page

